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Coast Guard, DHS § 128.210 

PART 128—MARINE ENGINEERING: 
EQUIPMENT AND SYSTEMS 

Subpart A—General 

Sec. 
128.110 Equipment and systems. 
128.120 Plan approval. 
128.130 Vital systems. 

Subpart B—Materials and Pressure Design 

128.210 Class II vital systems—materials. 
128.220 Class II non-vital systems—mate-

rials and pressure design. 
128.230 Penetrations of hulls and watertight 

bulkheads—materials and pressure de-
sign. 

128.240 Hydraulic or pneumatic power and 
control—materials and pressure design. 

Subpart C—Main and Auxiliary Machinery 

128.310 Fuel. 
128.320 Exhaust systems. 

Subpart D—Design Requirements for 
Specific Systems 

128.410 Ship’s service refrigeration systems. 
128.420 Keel cooler installations. 
128.430 Non-integral keel cooler installa-

tions. 
128.440 Bilge systems. 
128.450 Liquid-mud systems. 

AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 3306; sec. 617, Pub. L. 
111–281, 124 Stat. 2905; Department of Home-
land Security Delegation No. 0170.1. 

SOURCE: CGD 82–004 and CGD 86–074, 62 FR 
49331, Sept. 19, 1997, unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General 
§ 128.110 Equipment and systems. 

(a) Except as provided by this part, 
the design, installation, testing, and 
inspection of materials, machinery, 
pressure vessels, and piping for OSVs of 
less than 6,000 GT ITC (500 GRT if GT 
ITC is not assigned) must comply with 
subchapter F of this chapter. 

(b) Except as specifically provided by 
§ 128.310, the design, plan approval, in-
stallation, testing, and inspection of 
materials, machinery, automation, 
pressure vessels, and piping for OSVs of 
at least 6,000 GT ITC (500 GRT if GT 
ITC is not assigned) must comply with 
subchapter F of this chapter. 

(c) This part contains requirements 
for equipment and systems commonly 
found on an OSV. If additional or 
unique systems, such as for low-tem-

perature cargoes, are to be installed, 
they must comply with subchapter F of 
this chapter. 

[USCG–2012–0208, 79 FR 48936, Aug. 18, 2014] 

§ 128.120 Plan approval. 
The plans required by subchapter F 

of this chapter need not be submitted if 
the plans required by § 127.110(d) of this 
subchapter have been. 

§ 128.130 Vital systems. 
(a) Vital systems are those systems 

that are vital to a vessel’s surviv-
ability and safety. For the purpose of 
this subchapter, the following are vital 
systems: 

(1) Systems for fill, transfer, and 
service of fuel oil. 

(2) Fire-main systems. 
(3) Fixed gaseous fire-extinguishing 

systems. 
(4) Bilge systems. 
(5) Ballast systems. 
(6) Steering systems and steering- 

control systems. 
(7) Propulsion systems and their nec-

essary auxiliaries and control systems. 
(8) Systems for transfer and control 

of cargo, for integral tanks or fixed 
independent tanks, in compliance with 
§ 125.110 of this subchapter. 

(9) Ship’s service and emergency elec-
trical-generation systems and their 
auxiliaries vital to the vessel’s surviv-
ability and safety. 

(10) Any other marine-engineering 
system identified by the cognizant 
OCMI as crucial to the survival of the 
vessel or to the protection of the per-
sonnel aboard. 

(b) For the purpose of this sub-
chapter, a system not identified by 
paragraph (a) of this section is a non- 
vital system. 

Subpart B—Materials and Pressure 
Design 

§ 128.210 Class II vital systems—mate-
rials. 

Except as provided by §§ 128.230 and 
128.240 of this subpart, instead of com-
plying with part 56 of this chapter, ma-
terials used in Class II vital piping-sys-
tems may be accepted by the cognizant 
OCMI or the Commanding Officer, Ma-
rine Safety Center, if shown to provide 
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